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ness and slackness, that ye, for their indisposition to join with us,
could nothing conclude, but have lost much time in vain, declar-
ing the good will and inclination we have towards them and
those parties, and that we have omitted no good office, for our
part, for the continuance of the same, but were desirous before
any other to join with them; requiring them to be bear you
witness, that nothing may be arrected to our fault, neither con-
cerning the straighter amity and alliance, nor concerning our
good affection towards them and their dominions; wherefore they
ought not to think strange if we shall otherwise provide for
ourself, and join with other, when we find no conformity nor
towardness with them.

Likewise ye taking also your leave of the Duchess shall

declare unto her the good mind and affection we bear unto her,

and how earnestly we have been minded to honour her by our

marriage, if on their behalf we had found reasonable conditions

and conformity; but finding the contrary, she shall not marvel

if we join with other: lamenting your evil chance to have been|

commissioners and ambassadors in a matter of such honour,

a&d that after long delays you could get none effect nor success

therein; with such good words  as ye can otherwise devise,

whereby they may not only print in their heart our loving and

gentle proceedings, and think that we have omitted no part of

a Prince that favoureth them, but also conceive a grudge, or at

the least less favour, to them that have been letters of such

honourable and commodious alliances.

Given under our signet, at our palace of Westminster, the
23rd of December, the 30th year of our Reign.

ix.To SIR THOMAS WYATT

By the King
HENRY R.                                                      ]Jan. 19, 1539.]

Trusty and right well-beloved, we greet you well. And as
well by your letters sent unto us in cipher by Tarbes post, as
also more expressly by your other letters, dated the second of
this present month, and brought by our courier Nicholas, we
perceive on that side daily more and more delays, remissness,